MEETING OF THE BQARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
OF NORTH CAROLIL.

Grove Park Inn, Asheville, N. Ce
September 29th = October lst, 1946.

The Board of Medical Examiners of the Stave of North Curolina
met at the Grove Pgrk Imn, Asheville, Worth Cgroline, September 29th-
Ocuober 1st, 1946, in extra session.

On September 29th, 1946, at 8 Ps M., the meebing was called vo
orier by Dre. Roy Be lcKnight, President. Drs. Charles W. Armstrong,
M. D, Bommer, Thomas Leslie lee, Paul Ge Parker, Halory A. Pictman,
and Mrse Louise J. MoNeill, Acting Secretary-Treasurer, were present.
Dr. Ivan Procter, Sacrevary«Trecsurer, was sbsent due to a recent
illness,.

The agends for the meeting was discussed and credentials of
tie applicants for endorsement of oredentials were studied by the
menmbers of the boards

The following letter under date of September 27th, 1946, from
Dre Ivan Procter was read:

"Dre Re Be MoKnight, President
North Carolina State Board Medieal Examiners
Charlocte, N, C,

Dear Roy:

"I regret deeply my inabllity vo attend the meebing in Asheville
but nmy physician has insisted upon lnactivity for three months
after my attack, which occurred on July l7th.

"Mrs. HMcHeill has been kind emough Go come to my home many times
in an effort for us o orgenize the work for September 30th-0cto-~
ber lste -

"We have tried to abtend to some mavters ab this of'fice in order

& . - de
not to overload your agenfla. For example, we have taken the case
of Dre Se W. Fleming of Columbia, N.C., who is a grade B graduate
without a license and there is belief ameng the physicians and the
councilor that he is practicing medicine in the hospital and ous-
side. An SBI investigetion ls being made and he will probably have
to come before the board in December,

"There is also the case of Dre. J. W. HMiller, osteopath, at Englehard,
who is believed %o be practicing medicine. It ssems that this osvso-
path is the only physician in Hyde County and the councilor is reluc-
tant to make any recommendations on that ascounte

"On September 30th thure are fifty-six applicants for reciprocity.

"On October 1lst is the case of Drs. S. Ge. Wright and Je R. Spencer
for a preliminary hearing. Dre Wright has signed a contf'ession of
issuing certificabes without performing examinastions. Dre Spencer
is alleged %o have been gulilty of the same practice of signing
marriage certificates without examination of the pavient and of
issuing blood test certificates withouit performing the test. Dr.
Spencer has visited me and requested specific charges; likewise his
attorney has asked for the same. I explained wo Dr. Soencer that
this would be an opportunity Go preseut all the fachts and informavion
concerning his part in the examinacion and signing of cersificates
for marriage licensess






"Dre Fuimian Angel of Franklin, He. Cs», has been sumonsed to
appear before the board for a preliminary hearing following a
report by the secrevary of the Haywood County ledical Society
that he had been convicted in the Huywood County Supsrior Court
for misconduct. We have a transceript of the record from the Clerk
of the Haywood Coumbty Superior Court.

"Dr..Irma Henderson Smathers and Lt. C. Be Relph are to appear
before the board to report on the alleged unauthorized taking of
photographs of the birbth of a baby at St. Josephs Hospital. 1In the
opinion of the secretary, this matter does not properly come within
the jurisdiction of the boarde

"The case of Dre. Theodore Antonalkes of Greensboro on narcotio
addicilon charge is to be considered.

"I am sure that the membership realizes the amount of work
carried on by this state boarde It is growing larger in volume
and becomes nmore complex as each year passes. As physiclansg be-
come more interested in a higher standard of medical practice for
our state they are more alert to report irregularities. Vhen phy-
sicians are personally very busy they are more prone to consider
the State Board of Medical Examiners an agency fior detailed inves-
tigation and proseculion when they have been furnished only meagre
or hearsay evidencs. An eoffort is being made to systematize the
policies and procedurs of the board and to acquaint the physicians
of the state with the procedure and.their obligation in it.

"I think that we, the 1944~50 board, should resolve to place
this agency upon the most business-like basis in its history. Upon
looking at the dutles from an overall and permanent viewpoint, we
sho:ld give consideration bGo:

"1, Tull time, first class, assistant secretary (which we have and
hope to keop)e

2« Pormanent files and easily accessable records
3¢ Permanent office
4. Annual audis

5¢ Counsel for the State Board of Medical Eraminers on an annual
retainer fee basis for roubtine work

6+ Close association of the board with membership of the Madical
Society through its officers and execubtive committee

7« The concensus of opinion of the soocilety membership could best
be obtained by an officer of the State Board of Medical Exam-~
iners being named on the executive committes. For exampla,
the Stase Board of Medical Examiners and the State Mediecal
Society both must take into consideration that there is a
shorbage of physicians in the stave and especially in the
sparsely populated districtbs; that under certain conditions
physicians have grade B medieal men assisting them and pro-
bably can not procure an A grade physiciane The B grade
Physician can not obtain a license and sooner or later each
one of these cases will come before the board for review as
to whether or not he is practicing medicine without a licensoe.
Dr. 3. W. Fleming, Columbia, N. C., who is assisting Dre. S. Ce
Chaplin in the hospital, is an exsmple.

"We have again the matter of influential members of tho Stave liedi-
cal Society, for example past presidents, who urged the board to ad-
mit by reciprocity a physician from a B grade medical school, who is
licensed in anothcr sbate with which we have reciprocal relations.
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Ilg'

(a)

(b)

(o)

Annual registracion of all physicians. Once a physician

is licensed the State Board of Medical Exanminers, which

is the legal agency for licensure, loses conbact with a
large number of physicianse The board has no means of
knowing where the physiocian is located, whebther dead, alive
or retired, whether deing a specialty or general practice,
and other information which would be desirgble. This annual
rogistration would give close conbtacht between the board and
all physicians and therseby, help to a large degres in con-
trolling irregularities and managing addickbse (To be added
as sn amendment to the Medical Practice Act)

Registration of all internes in the stave, which would give
ocontrol of practicing intornes.

Registration of all resident physicians. This would give
direct control over physicians remaining in a hospital year
after year without obbtaining a license,

Procedure as tbv reporting illegal practice:

l. Report the complaint and evidence to the president or
seoretary of your local county medical society.

2. The officer of %the local society will in turn refer
the matter to its board of censors.

3¢ The censors will make investiration, gather such
evidence as it deems proper, take inbto oonsiderstion
both sides of the question so that the medical profess-
ion will not become involved in issues that do not have
gufficient evidence and a falr chance of eliminating the
irregularitvy or conviction of the defendant. The board
of omnsors will report its findings and recommendations
to the county medical socieby.

4, The local medical society shall then approve or dis-
approve the censors' recommendations. If the medical
sociaty votes in favor of preferring charges against
the physician, the secretary of the local society will
then. refer the case to the secrstary of the State Board
of Mediocal Examiners. The secretary of the looal
society shall furnish the State Board of Medical
Examiners a bill of particulars with specific charges
against the physician.

5« The State Board of Medical Examiners may request the
local counby society to present the intormation gvail-
able Dbaefore the board eivher in the form of affida=~
vits or oral testimony by witnesses in a hearing be-
fore the board in support of the charge. If the Board
of Medical Examiners oonsiders that the information pro-
duced warrants prosecution, the metter will then be re=
ferred to the Attorney Gensral for recommended action.

"10, Rules as to licensure:

le Graduate of a grade A medical school

2¢ Oripginal license with a state board with whioh we
have reciprocal relations.

3. Five affirmative votes required vo grant license by
reciprocity.

4, A year's interms work in a hospital approved either by
the Council on Medical Education of the American Medical
Associavion, the College of Surgeons or the North Caro-
lina State Board of Medical Examiners.
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5. Physicians on active duty the Veterans Facility,
United State Public Health Service,Amy and Navy
Medical Corps, doing no outside practice, are not
roquired to have a North Carolina licensae; that
physicians at the State Sanatorium are required to
have license.

"11l. Procedure CharginfUnprofessional Conduct is under considera-
ti one

"Attached you will find a tentative basic science lawe This has

been prepared following our study of the laws in 18 states and the
new law in Alaska. %o have used as a basis the basic science form
Turnished by theliegal Department of the American Mediocal Associacion
and Attorney John Anderson has assisted me in the preparation of the
sames It is hoped thatv the board can find time to study this while
in session in Agheville, maeking such additions or changes or sub-
tractions that it sees fit. I hgve just talked to Bill Coppridge on
the telephone and he is very amxious that the over-all Basic Science
Cormittee have a 100% attendance meeting at the earliest possible date
so as to lay plans and Tale action in this program. In order to help
expedite and assit you as chairman, we are planning to have copies of
this tentative act made and forwarded to members of the over=all
comitteas "

The case of Dr. S. We Flening, Columbia, N.Ce, who is alleged
to be practicing medicine without a license and who at the present
time is under investigation by the State Bureau ofInvestigation, was
praesented to thoe board. Information was received from the ocouncilor
of the Second District of the North Carolima State Medical Socisty
that Dr. Fleming is graduaved from a grade B school and that he is
working under the direction of Dr. S Cs Chaplin, Columbia Hospital,
Columbia, N. Co» On September 1l7th the following letter was written
by the seeretary of the board to Dr. Flenmings

"By authority invested in me by the North Carolina State Board of
HMedjical Examiners, I hereby request that you report to my office,
226 Hillsboro Street, Raleigh, W. C., at 10 A. 1., September 23rd,
for an interview relative to your practice of medicine."

The following is letter under date of September 18th, 1946, from
Dr. Fleming in answer to the letter of the secretary:

"In regard to your letter of the 17th, I am nobt licensed to practice
medicine in North Carolina and I am nos practicing medicine. I am

a resident in the Columbia Hospital, as I have been in the past at
the Highsmith Hospital, Fayettevills, The Beebe Hospital in Turner,
Del. T have stopped by to see you several times during the past few
years at which times you happened not Ho be ine I hops this answers
your guestion , if not let me hear from you."

Dre Paul Ge Parker moved that Dr, Fleming be written that
from information we have he is practicing medicine without a license;
that it is illegal for any physician in North Carolina to practice
medicine without a license whether in or out of & hospital, working
for a salary under another physician being no exceptions. This motion
was duly seconded and unanimously passed.

The matter of Dre. J, ife Miller, Osteopath, Englehard, North
Carolina, practicing mediocine, which was reported %o the board by
Dre Claudius MacGowan, was discussed by the boarde The following is
a letter under date of September 14th from the ¢ ouncilor of the
Second District in reply to a report made to him by the acting secre-
tary:






"Tn regard to Dr. Miller, an osteopath from Englehard, I wish to
state that I¥ow Dr. Miller and he is a smart man. I think he is
practicing medicine and prescribing drugs and I understand that he
has admitted drugs to his office as The average drug stores Dre
Miller is situatbed peculiarly in that he is the only person in
Hyde Coumbty who is btrying to practice medicines I really believe
he is doing a tremendous amount of good and he is the only one who
can give medical service in that county, however, I feel sure that
he is practicing medicine and using narcocics which I believe, but
have no proof, that he gets from Dre Chaffin of Columbias, N.Ce I
certainly agree with Dr. MoGowan that if this man is investigated
to get anything on him, you will have o do it in an undercover way
as people will not bLell on him. The people of Hyde County are very
grateful to Dr. Miller as they have no other medical service thers.
It is my opinion that if a young, energetic, hard working prac-
titioner would go o Hyde Counvy it would be the finish of Dr.
Miller but economically the councy is very poor and the work is
vory hard."

Dre. M. Ae Pittman moved that the matbter of Dr. J. We Miller,
psteopath, practicing medicine without a license be referred to the
State Bureau of Investigation and that the same be reported to the
councilor of the Second District and Dr. Claudius MéGowane This
mobion was duly seconded and wmenimously passeds

Dr. M, De Bomner suggested that at each district meeting of
the State Medical Society a speaker be obtained for the purpose of
disoussing the Basic Scienos Laws

The board was advised of the alleged treatment of cancer with
oancer paste by Mrse Je. Le. Broughtion, Raleigh, N« C., which was re=-
ported to the Board of Medical Examiners by Dr. Francis L. Owens,
Pinehurst, N. C.; also that this case is under investigation by the
State Bureau of Investigatioie

The board was also advised of the alleged treatment of tumors
by applying poultices by Mrs. Case, who lives near Greenville, which
was reported uvo the Board of Medical Examiners by Dr. Rachel Dgvis,
Kinston, N. Ce3 also that this case is under investigation by the
State Bureau of Investiguition.

Dr. R, Ba llcKnight and Dr. M. D. Bomner were selected %o
represent the North Carolina Bmrd of Medical Examiners at the 1947
meating of the Federutvion of Hational Boards in Chicagos
RE: MEDICAL LICENSE REQUIRED

Dfs Ch&rles We Armscrong moved that all persons practicing
medicine in North Carolina be required %o have a license aiter his
first year's intermeship in a hospital approved either by the
Council on Medical Educasion of the American liedical Association,
American Collage of Surgeons or the State Board of Medical Exaninerss
This motion was duly. seoconded and unanimously passed.

Dr. e Des Bomner moved that the preceding resolution be
gent to each councilor, each counbty sociebty, every hospital in
North Carolina, and the North Corolina Medical Journal for publica-
tione This motion was duly seconded and unanimously passede

The board resolved unanimously, after giving careful con-
sideration, that it was necessary due to the stress of other busi-
ness to dispense with the December, 1946 meeting for written examina-
tione

Dre Me De Bonner moved that the 1947 meeting for writiten
examination be held June 23-26th, 1947, inclusive, at the Sir
Walbter Hobel, Raleigh, North Carolina. This motion was duly secmd-
ed and unanimously passeds
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The board was advised that the came of State vs Richard C.
Baker, Osteopath, which wms to have been set for the September,
1946, term of court, was cmtinued due to a heavy docket con=-
sisting of two capibtal ocases.

The acting secrebary's minubes for the July 5th, 1946 meeting
for the oconsideration of licensure by endorsemsent of credentials
were approved a3 reade
RE: EXAMINATION QUESTIONS I MEDICAL JOURNAL

The board resolved that the examination questions should be
included in the annual report of the State Board of Medical Exam-
iners made to the Executlve Committee of the State Medical Society
in order that the same may be published in the Transaotions of the
State Medical Sociletye

The question of Dre Jerome Sylvan Harris?! request for a correct-
ed license was presented to the boarde Dre Harris reported that upom
returning from the armed services he found that his 1940 certificatbe
50 practice madicine in North Carolina was wrivten in error in the
name of James Sylvan Harris. Information furnished by him as to
home address, high school education, and medical school education
corresponded with that on the records of licensure as that of James
Sylvan Harris and his medical education was verified with his medi-
cal school,.

Dre. Charles W, Armstrong moved that upon receipt of the cer-
tificate issued in the name of James Sylvan Harris a corrected cer-
tificate be issued in the nawms of Jerome Sylven Harris. This motion
was duly seconded and unanimously passed.

Dre Thomas Leslie Lee moved that Hiss Revty Pitts, secretary
of Dr. Roy Be MNoKnight, President, be paid the sum of Fifty ($50.00)
Dollars. for services renderede This mobtion was duly seconded and
unanimously passed.

The acting secretary reported from information divulged in a
newspaper report of a recent trial in the Superior Court of Cumber-
land County, North Carolina, that a physician with the Veterans!
Administration had been engaged in the private practice of medicine.
It was unanimously resolved that the following letbter be forwarded
to the commanding officer of each vetverans! hospital in the state:

"It lms beon called to our attention that a medical of ficer abtach-
od to your institution has been called in consultation in civilian
practice for the purpose of establishing diagnosis. Ve wish to ad-
vise you that the lledical Pracsvice Act forbids not only treatment
but diagnosis for compensation in the State of North Carolina with-
out license by the State Board of Medical Examinerse

The meeting was adjourned.

The board convened at 10 A. M., Monday, September 30%th,
1946, in order to interview applicants for licensure by endorsement
of credentials. The meeting was called %o order by the president
and all members were present with the exception of Dre Ivan Procters

The following men were granted license by endorsement of
oredentialss
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Adams, Raymond Abtwell
Bailey, Harmon Jackson
Bass, Robert Edwin, Jr.
Eranoca, Henry Edward
Brouse, Ivan Edwin

Brown, Frank Reid

Bullen, Bermard Christie
Corcoran, Edwin Emmonsg
Codnere, John Thomas
Crow, Marviu Bruce
Crowell, James Allen
Dorenbusch, Alfred Adolph
Drooz, Irme Helene Gross
Fagan, Philip John
Farnsworth, David Ivan
Garvin, Oscar David, dJre
Hgrris, James Robert
Hill, Frank Burnarde
Hohman, Leslie Benjamin
Jones, Rangom Julaney
Keller, John Haney
Kerschgens, Lambert Joseph
Kittelson, Horace Otis
Kneedler, Willieam Harding
Kroh, laird Franklin
Lide, Thomas Norwood
Morgenstern, Philip

Moss, Jamss Mercer
Murphy, James Douglas

MacLauchlin, Villiam Thompson

HcGimsey, James Franks, Jr.
Parnall, Christopher, Jr.
Panningbon, Glenn Walten
Pine, Irving

Powell, Charles James
Powell, William Flynn
Rachlin, Stanbon Alexander
Randall, William Spears, Jr.
Reinhardt, James Franklin
Riggsbee, John Bunyan
Sawyer, Walter Wesley, Jr.
Severn, Henry Doeller
Silsby, Harry Zettlemeyer
Smert, CGardner Ford

Smith, BErma Anita

Stern, Henry Meximilian
Stuckey, Charls s LeCGrand
Sutherland, George TFraser
Thomas, Ben David

Thompson, Lloyd James

Tilt, LeRoy Wortendyke, Jr.
Trachtenberg, William
Waldrop, Graysocn Spencer
Waller, Louis Clinton

Wellborn, #William Revere, dJre
: 2

g

5

MEDICAL SCHOOL

Medical Colls ge Va

Viashington Univ.

ledical College S.C.
Ne Y. Hedical Coll,

MeGill Universitsy
Vanderbilt Univs

13

ADDRESS

Roanoke Rapids,NC
Wew York, N. Y.
Chadbourn, N. C.
Statesville,N.Ce
Wilmingbon, N. C.
Greensboro, . Ce

Coll. P & S,Columbia U., Oteen, N. C,

Medical College S. C.
University Toronto
University Arkansas
Lae State U. Sch. lad,
University Louisville
He Yo Us Colle Iiade
Creighton University
Lae State U. Sche. Hed,
iledical College Se Ca
Baylor U. Coll. }Med.

Temple University

Johns Hepkins Unive

Emory University
Tulane. University
Chio State Univ,.
Temple University
Universicy Penn
University Penn
Duke University

George Washington U.
University Virginia
Northwestern Unive
lledical College S. C,

Asheville, 1i, C.
Ashevills, N, C.
Warren, Arke.
Charlotte, M. C,
Charlotte, N, Ce
Fayettevillo,NeC
Fairmont, N. Ce
Otoen, i, Cs
Chapel Iﬁ.ll,l‘?oCo
Rockingham,N.C.
Atlanta, Gae
Duke U,Durhem,NC
Kinston, N, Ce
USN,Beinbridge,M
Steubenville, 0.
Asheville, N. C.
Philadelphia,Pa.
Kittanning, Pa.
Dulce U,Durham,niC
Black Mb., 1i.Ce
Durhem, ¥. C.
Ckteen, Y. Ce
Conover, N. C.

Harvard Medical School Liprganton, 1, Ce

Harvard liedical Schonl
University Georgia
NeYe Medical Coll.
University Temnnessee

Dukke University

New York University

Tulane University
Duke University

Vanderbilt Universi

Temple University

Johns Hopkins Uniwv,
Las State Ue. Sch. Hed,

Duke University

Rush Medical Coll.

Tulane University

University Virginis

HeGill University

Hedical College S. C.
Washingbon University
University Maryland

Duke University

Universivy Marylend
Coll. ledical Evane.

Tulan& University

Cteen, N. C.
Charlotte, N. C.
Oteen, N, C,
Wilmington,N,.C.
Asheville, K. C,
Fayetteville,N.C.
Durham, N, Ce
Lincolnton, N. C.
Chapel Hill, H,C
Elizabebth City,N(
Baltimore, Mde
Sanford, Flae.
Ayden, Ne Ce
Duke U,Durham,NC
Wilmington, N.C.
Richmord , Va.
Duke U,Durham,NC
Jonesboro, N. C,
Winston-Salem,HNC
Towson, Md.
Winsvon-Salem,NC
Baltimore, }d,
Candler, No. C.
tacesville,lN,C.
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Drs Roy Mibehell of Mount Alry, N. C., appeared before the
board on behalf of Dr. Rgnzo Sutber, who desires to take the
Horth Caroline State Board examinations. Dre Subtber, who has
been at the Martin Memorial Hospital, Mount Airy, for four years,
is a gradvate of the University of Bavana and desires a North
Carolina licensee Dr. Mitchell presented educational qualificaticns
end affidavits on behalf of Dr. Sutter signed by every physician in
the Surry-Yadkin County Medical Society and by the leading citizens
of Mount Airy. The board ruled that Dr. Sutter would be eligible
flor licensure in North Carolina only if the University of Havana
were classified as approved by the Amsrioan lMedical Association.
The acting secretary was instructed to so advise Dr. Sutter upon
receipt of the report from the American Medical Associaticne

Dre Ivan Edwin Brouse, vho was interviewed for licensure by
endorsement of credentials, was requested to procure a recommendution
from Dre Graham Barefoot, Wilmington, X, C., and if satisfactory, to
be granted license.

Dre William Henry Kneedler, who had filed oredentials for
licensure by endorsement of credentials, advised the acting secretary
on Sepbember 28th, 1946, by telephons that due to the death of his
young daughter he would be unable to appear before the board at this
timee The board reviewed Dre. Enesdler's credentials, which were
found %o be in order, snd resolved that he might intorview one momber
of the board and if approved, might be granted licenses

Dre Henry Edward Branca, whose credentials for licensure by
endorserent of credentials were reviewed by the board at the July,
1946 meeting, at which time he was unable to appear, cams before the
board at this time. The board agreed that he might be licensed after
his credentials were again checked by Dr, Iven Procter, if the same
were found in orders

Dr. Benjamin L.Brock appeared before the board to apply for
licensure by endorsement of credentials. His oredentials were not
completed. The board agreed that he might be licensed after his
credentials were reviewred by Dre Iyan Procter, if the same were
found to be in orders '

Dre Bert J. Forciot, graduste of lismi Medical College,
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1894, appeared before the board seeking per-
mission to apply for licensure by en orsement of credentiasls. FHe
presented no credentials. Sinece the first classification of medical
schools was made in 1907 by the American Medical Assooiution, the
board instructed the acting secratary o advise Dr. Fercioct that
after due considerasion it did not find sufficient evidence to grant
a licenses

Dre Joseph Marino, graduate of New York Homeopathic Medical
College and Flower Hospital in 1925, appeared before the board re-
questing licensure by endorsement of credentials. This medical
school was reported by the Council of Medical Education of the
American Medical Assoocistion as a class B school in 1925, this
corresponding to the current rating of approved bubt on probation.
Licensure was unanimously declined Dr. Marino on the grounds that
he did not meet the requirements, nsmely: graduation from a grade
A medical schoole.

The board unanimously voted to send Dr. Ivan Procter,
Secretary-Treasurer, a btelegram of best wishes and regrets that
he was unable %o be present.

The meefting was adjournsede
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The board comvened at 9 A. M, Tuesday, October lst, 1946. The
meeting was oalled to order by the president and all members were
present with the exception of Dre. Ivan Proctore

Drse Se Ge Wright and J. R. Spencer of Camden County, Ne C.,
were subpoenaed for a preliminary hearing before the Board of Medieal
Examiners in commection with their participation in the so-called
Camden County marrisge mille This matter was referred to the State
Board of Medical Examiners by the Attorney General after an investi-
gaticen had been made by the State Bureau of Investigation. The
following is a letter under dave of July 19th, 1246, from Dr. Re. D.
Mellillan, Secrotary of the North Carolina Stato Medical Society, to
the secrevary of the Board of Medical Examincrs:

"At a recent meebins; of the Executive Committee of the Medical Society

of the Stute of North Carolina the questio: of Dr. Ray Spencer's re-
opening his laboratory at South Hills was discussed at lengthe I am sure
you are familiar with the situation of Dr. Spencer. A resolution was
passed to the effect that the State Society make a report to the State
Board of Medical Exeminers of the situation at South Mills - in other
words, to acquaint the Board of Medical Exam ners with the type of
practice that Dre. Spencer is carrying on at South Millse

"I quote statement from the councilor of First District, Dre Je Gaddy
Mathesons

'L am councilor for the First District, and we have had a very un-
Pleasant situation up here. Perhaps many of you do not know about

ite At South Mills right on the Virginis border mear Norfolk and
Newport News, we have a Dr. Spencer who was granted a laboratory

by the State Board of Health (by Dr. Hamilton.) There has been a
great deal about it in thoe papers; it was = pretty rotten thing.

The people there tried to get rid- of it; and the Grand Jury called
every dootor within a hundred miles, trying to find sufficient grounds
for returning a true bill ggainst Dr. Spemcer. It got so rotten that
certain people were ready Go put a bill through the legislature to
abolish all state laboratories throughout the State except the one
here in Raleigh, and then re-astablish them as they saw fit. Dr,
Spencer, then about a year ago, voluntarily gave up his laéboratory
but new is trying to re-open it; and I think he has brought habesas
corpus proceedings or some obher kind of proceeding against the

State Board of Health, to compel the State health asuthorities to show
cause why he should not be given authority to re-open it. There wers
more peoplemarried in South Mills in 1944 than the total population
off the county. No later than four days ago I read in the News and
Observer that a soldier was granted an annulment of s marriage per=
formed there. He was from Cglifornia where he had a wife and four
children. He said he did not know anything about being married in
South Mills. We are powerless to do anything about it, because it
has been bringing in a revenue of $12,000 or $15,000 a year to the
county, which is a poor county. A lot of syphilitics and others who
can not get a license elsewhere get married there. What I should
like is to have the Society request the State Board of Health not to
allow this laboratory to be re-openede There seems o be s strong
political undertow in some way, and it is purely a question of dollars
and cents with the county authorities. It is hard for you to under~
stand the situation unloss you go up there and see how it is. What

T should like is for the Bxecutive Committee to meke some recommendation
or take some action to prevent Dr. Spencer's being allowed to open the
laboratory againe I might say thet right now he is being sued for
$30,000 by a man whose daughter contracted syphilis.?

"After some discussion the following motion was of fered by Dr. Hill,
geconded by Dre Tayloe, and adopteds
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"Resolved, that the Execubtive Committee of the Medical Society

of the State of North Carolina 5o on record as requesting the
Narth Carolima Stace Laboratory of Hygiene to withhold its per-
mission for the re-opening of the laboratory by Dre Ray Spencer
of South Mills, until after the 5tate Luboratory authorities have
made a thorough investigation of Dr. Spencer's conduct of his
laboratory in the past and Resolvaed, further that the Secrevary
of the State Society male a report to the State Board of Medicsl
Examiners on the situavion described by Dr. lMathescn,"

Dre Viright's signed statement which was procured by J., e
Powell, investigatinSagent, was read to the board and vms as
follows:s

"I, Dre Se GeWright, meke the following statement without any
promise, threat or reward having been made to me,

From about the 2nd day of July, 1945 it hasg been a practice in co-
operation with Mr. Je Ge. Etheridge, Reglster of Deeds, Camden County,
Ne Cey, for him to submit to me ut various vimes marriage licenses
which had been issued and the ceremony had been periormed and for
which I would then lssue the certificabte of medical examination re-
quired by ‘the State of North Carolina in such instances.

I have read +the above stabement and sweur vhat it is the sruth.

This the 18th day of June, 1946,"

Dr. Wright admitted to the Board of Medical Exsminers that this
statement was correcte.

The signed scatemens of Jo Ge Btheridge, Register of Deeds
of Camden County, N. C., which was procured by Je W, Powell, inves-
tigating agent, was also read to the board:

"I, Je Ge Btheridge, make the following stasement voluntarily with-
out any promise, reward or threat having been made to me. Practice
of the doctors has been to sign medioal oertificates according to
what the blood test is, one is for positive and one is for negativee.
On account of the doctor being out of LHown no medical certii'icates
were issued on the 15th and 16th of June, 1946 and they were to be made
out on the 17th day of June, 1946 by Dr. S. G, Wright. It has been
customary praoctice in the past for Dre Je R, Spencer and Dr. S. G.
Wright to make out medical certificates, after the license was issued
and the marrisge ceremony performed, without actually makin; any
physical examination of the parties involvede I have also observed
Dre. Js Re Spencer taking blood samples and give a certificate of
serological test and a medical examinaticn certificate without
actually performing any examinatione

I have read the above and all stavements contained therein are true
to the best of my knowledge and beliefs This the 17th day of June,
1946."

Mre Etheridge, who was subposnaed as a witness, stated
that the above report was correct. NMre Btheridge also stated that
Dr. Wright had never signed marrisge licenses without the serological
test being avtached or if the same were positive, bubt that he had
signed the same without doing the physical examination. He stated
that Dre. Wright received Fifty Cents by him for every certificate
executed; that he had never heard of an applicant being turned dovm
on the physical examination; Tthat applicant was always required.to
walt forby=éight hours for marriage certificate; that request for
application at times was received in writing and mailed ous. He
advised that when Pre Wright had signed the marriage certificate the
applicant had procursd serological test out of the state and was
accompanied with an out of state certificate.

Mr. Btheridge advised that Dr. Spencer generally collected
his fee of #5.00 for laboratory and $3,00 for the physical examinationj
that he had paid no fee to Dr. Spencer; that Mrse. Owvens had substitut-
ed for Dr, Spencer on two occasicvre and made serological tests; that
signed certificates came from Dre Spencer's laboracory when he was oub
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of town; that Dr. Spencer signed certificates ahead of time when
Mrse Owens was in his laboratory. He stabted that he did not know
whether Dre Spencer could prove he was in tovm when tests were done
by Mrse Owens. Mr. Btheridge also stated that no cervificates were
signed now without physical examination and that if Dr. Spencer
ware not present, applicants were sent o Elizabeth City.

Mr. Je V. Powell, investigating agent, advised the board that
there was no concrete svidence in regerd to irregularities by Dre
Spencer;thet his luboratory had been closed for approximately a yesr
when his investigation was made and there had been time for him %So
cover up any irregularities; thet he did not believe further inves-
tigavion would reveal other evidencee

Dr, Je He Hamilton, Director of thc North Carolina State
Laboratory of Hygiene, appeared beforc the boarde Dre Hamilton
advised that Dr. Spencer was issued a permit to open a laboratory
in January, 1941 and he surrendered the same Hovember, 1944, after
a grand jury investigution in Camden Counbty; that afber considerable
publicity Governor Broughton directed tho State Bureau of Investiga-
tiom and Welfare Department to investigate the Camden County marrisge
mille Following bthe investigation an amendment was passed in the
General Assembly requiring a walting period for procuring marricge
licenses in all the 15 counties in the northwestorn part of the sta.e.
After this investigaticn by the grand jury Dr. Spencer voluntarily
surrendered his license and stated that he realized he was an em-
barrassment to the Stuve Board of Health and wishes ©to surr:nder his
license. Dr. Humilvon sbated that in October, 1944 he personaliy
visited Dr. Spencer's laboratory in order to make a report; that
his investigotion was made without advance notice to Dre. Spencer;

That in the light of his investigebtion at that time he did not feel

he could defend his positicn in not allowing Dr. Spencer vo re-open
his laborastory, bus vhat unless the court ordered he would withhold
issuance of license on the grounds shat he did not wish %o be a party
t0 Ghe marriage mill in Camden County. Dre Hemilton stated that Dre
Spencer's reports viere as good as Gthe average; that he was never found
5o be oub of bounds in complying with the law in meking serological
tests or making his reports; that where appliceunts with syphilis were
granted marriage license and Dr. Spencer was called on for an explana-
tion, he had filed a contract with the Department of Epidemiologye

Dr. Hamilton reported that approximatcely 5,000 sereological tests were
run a year in Jamden County, the population of that county being 6,354,

Dr. Spencer, when he appearaed bafore the board, was advised
that he mighv mnke a suvavement if he so desired, but Tthat he would
not be rcquired o make any stasement that might ineriminate himg
that any stacement made might be used against him at any fubture hear-
ings; that the Board of Medical Examiners wus considering informmavion
which might or mightv not support a charge that he violaved the marriage
lavrs by issuing certificates of physical examinations for merriage when
he had not made the examination. Dre. Spencer svated that he denied the
charges one hundred per cent; that he did nob wish to hold anything back,
Dr, Spencoer denied the allegations contained in Mr. Etheridge's statement
which was read to him.

Mr, John He Andersom, Jr., Astorney for the Staie Medical
Society, questioned Dre. Spencer. Dr. Spencer denied that he belonged
to any group who was seekiny Go induce persons o come to Camden
County Lo be married;that his brother performed marriasges during the
sime his laboratory wes open; that other techniciais had made tests
for hims that lMrs. Owens had done %tests for marriasge cortificates; that
he had spent a night away from Souch Mills exccpt with his practice
since 19353 what he had issued certificabes not pormitved by lave
YWhen he was asked about a suit whais had besn entered against him he
gseavad thac he would not like to go into deballse Dre Spencer stated
that vrouble in his relavious with Ilre Btheridge, Register of Deeds,
came about his reforring marriage applicunts to ministers if they re=
quested the game; bthat there was never any division of fees with Mre
Btheridge; that in thousands of linstances he did not receive a penny.
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The following letter under date of September 28th, 1946,
from Dr. Je Gaddy Matheson, Cowncilor First Distriet, North
Carolina State Medical Society, to the North Cgrolina Staote
Board of Medical Examiners, was read:

“After due consideration of the so-called South Mills marrisge

nill in connection with Drs. Wright and Spencer, it is my feeling
that at the present time these doctors should be seversly cribiciz-
od and reprimanded and advised that they will be under careful
sorutiny by the State Board of Medical Exemimrs. We realize that
this situation has been embarrassing for the Stavs msdical profession
as a whole and especially for the doctors in the First District, it
being necessary to have a law passed through the General Assembly
penalizing and reflecting on every docbor in the First Distriect, name-
ly: +that an applicant must wallt twenbty-four hours after exam nation
before being married. Furthermore, there was a grand jury investiga-
tion about a year ago to which practically every doctor in the First
District Iledical Bociety was summonsed and case after oase was pre-
sented by the doctors attending, which showed conclusively that
marriage applicanis with syphilis were being passed through the
marriage mill with clear bills of health. These records can be
obtalined on requesc; howsver, no true bill was found.

"Both Drse. Wright and Spencer practice in ranote rural sections of
Eastern Horth Carolina wherc doctors are badly needed and T feel
that they should be allowed Lo continue to practice athical medicine
as I do not see huw they would be replaced at this time."

Dre Viright is & physlician 68 years of age. Many letters were
pPresented to tho board from physicians in this locality stating that
Dr. Wright is a man of good character and a consciembious prachitioner;
that his alleged error in connectilon with the signing of marriage lic-
enses in thelr belief was through lgnorance and inducement by parties
for tGheir beuafit; that loss of Dr. Wright's professional services in
a sparselyﬁ%g%ﬁi n of the state would bring hardship on the citizen-
ship.

At the conclusion of the hearing Mr., Anderson advised the
poard that it could vote to present ocsrbain charges against Drse
Wright and Spencer if it were satisfied there was enough evidence
to go ony otherwise There was nothing further that could be dons.

The board resolved to take no final action at this time and
the acting secretary was instruoted to forward the following to both
Drs. Se. Ge Wright and J. Re Spencer, the following having been read
to Dr. Wright:

"The North Carolina Board of lledical Examiners has gone into the matter
of your alleged participation in the so=-called Camden County merriage
mill and yourprofessional conduct in the issuance of marriage licenses
beoause of information which has come Go its attention which warrants
very serious consideration by this board. Ve consider the charges
extremely serious and that is the reason that we have gone fio this ex-
tent to have a hearing in Asheville.

" We do not intend to take any final action with regard to these
charges at this time, but we wish to warn you that the matter is still
open and pending for future action of the beard and is being held
under consideration by ite If there is any further action or hearing,
you will be given due notice and an opportunity to be heard.

"Any other irregularities reported to us in the future will be inves-
tigated to the extent of our ability and charges will be prassed."

Dre Irma Smathers Henderson, Asheville, N, Cs, and Lt. C. B
Relph, Veberans Hospital, Swannanoa, N. C., were asked to appear be-
fore the Board of Medical BExaminers on accoount of a complainbt, in-
cluding affidavits and depositions, made by the North Carolina Vetsrans
Commission, allaging that unauthorized photographs were taken at St
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Joseph's Hospital, Asheville, ¥. C., of a birth of a baby, the
patlent being the wife of a veberan. It was the opinion of %thes
board that this matter did not come urer its jurisdiction. The
said Dr. Smathers and Lt. Relph were advised that in the future it
would be a good plan to procure written permission before the tak-
ing of any photographss

Dr. Furman Angel of Franklin, N. C., was subpoenaed to
appear before the Board of Medical Examiners for a preliminary
hearing on account of his conviction at the July, 1946 Term of
Superior Court, Haywood County, North Cgrolina. This matber
wag referred to the board by Dr. Mary Michael, Secrsvary of the
Haywood County Medical Society.

The Bill of TIndictment contained f{our counts as follows:

Fornication and Adultery

Haintaining a bullding for prostitubion and assignation
Meintaining a building for prostitution and assignation
Prostitution and assignation

The defendant tendered a plea of guilty on thres counts
and judgment was as followss

Pornication and adultery - payment $1,000 fine and im-
prisonment in the cormon jall of Haywood County for a term of
%wo years and assigned So do labor under the supervision of the
Stace Highway and Public Wofks Commission, sentence suspended for
five years. Prayer for judgment continued onthe second and third
counts., Fourth count continued.

Dre. De I, MoIntosh, Sr., Councilor Temth District,
State Medical Society, was present; also John He Anderson, Jr., Atborney
for the State Maedical Socistys Dre Mary Hichael was asked vo appear
at this time, buv she declined to do Soe

Dre. Angel failed to appear and Dr. Wilkes of Sylva and
toorneys George Patten and Horner Stockton of Franklin appeared on
behalf of Dr. Angel. Dr. Wilkes advised that since Dre Angel's trial

in the Haywood County Superior Court he had not besn in the best of
health and that he was Tthrowm to pieces when subpoenaed to appear be-
fore the boardsthat he did not feel compebtent or able to appear at
this time and was confined to his bed.

Dre Angel's representatives were advised tha’t he had been
summonsed before the board on account of his unebthical and immoral
conduct. The Bill of Indictment against DPr. Angel was read by Ir.
Anderson to Dr. Angel's representatives, who advised that Dr. Angel
was married a second time in South Cgrolina, without having been
divorced from his first wife; that he had maintained a home for his
second wife in the adjoining county to Macon, in which Dr. Angel re-
sides, where he went back and forth and lived with his second wifse,
at the same time living with his first wife; that he and his first
wife have never been separated. NMr. Patton advised that Dre Angel
was indicted on the above lesser counts instead of bigamy in order
that he might be given a chance uo come back; that proceedings have
been institusted to annul the so-called second marriage in South Caro-
lina. On being questioned, Dre. Wilkes stated that Dre. Angel was
erractic, a "screw ball™ and that he did not stand too high in his
comunity from an ethical standpoint; thut his mental attitude had
not been too good for the past ten to fifteen years, but that it was
improved; that he was a splendid physician and surgeon and had done
much good in his community. When asked if it would have endangered
Dr. Angel's health to appear befors the board at this time Dr. Wilkes
gtated that it would have caused him to go up in the air; that he was
gick in bed and could not have stood ite
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Dr. MeIntosh advised the board that Dr., Angel has a reputation
as a surgeon, but he has a reputation of being unethical in every
ways shape and form.

Dr. M. Do Bonner moved that photostatic copies of Dr. Angel 's
two marriages be procured; that the board summons Dre Angel to appear
before the Board of Medical Examiners at its next meeting to answer
charges that he has been found guilty in the Haywood County Supsrior
Couxt of fornioation and adultery, maintaining a building for pros-
titubion and assignation, of prosecution and assignacion, and of
bigemy. This motion was duly seconded and unanimously passed.

Dre Theodore Antonakes, Greensboro, N. C., was subpoenaed to
appear befors the Board of lMedical Examiners on account of alleged
addiction to narcoticse OSpecial Agent W. T. Atkinson of the Narcobic
Bureau was present. The following report under date of August 16th,
1946, from the Bureau of Harcotics, was read to the board:

"Reference is made to the matter of this Bureau furnishing State licens=-
ing boardSwith information concerning their licentiates who are found
to be addicted to narcotic drugs.

"Your attention in this connection is invited to the case of Dre. Theo-
dore Antonakes, 1lz3 Church Street, Greensboro, N, Ces vho was visited
by one of our agents on January 8, 1946. An inspection of the doctor's
duplicate Govermment order forms on that date disclesed that he had
purchased on the originals since August 14, 1945, a total of 2300 1/16
grain dilaudid tablets and 200 1/20 grain dilaudid tablets. He suvated
that he had received a medical discharge from the Amy on July 18, 1945,
due to an asthmasic condition and thes, after returning to Greensboro
to practice he had begun using dilaudid in an effort to obbtain relief.
the doctor further stated that with the exception of a few tablets, he
had administered all of the above mentioned dilaudid to himself. He
surrendered his narcotic special tax stamp and promised not to re-re-
glster under the Federal narcotic law for one year. He also indicated
his intention of undergoing treatment for drug addicticmm.

"Our latest information is to the effect that Dr. Anbtonakes was ad-
mitted to the Saint Albans Sanatorium, Radford, Virginia, on June 1,
1946, for treatment for narcotic addiction.

"It will be appreciated if you will advise this Bureau of any action
which the State Board of Medical Examiners may decide to take as &
result of this physician's reported drug addichion,”

The following is a levter from Saint Albans Sanatorium, Radferd,
Vae, under date of September 12th, 1946:

"Dre Theodore Antonekes was admitted to this hospital on June 1, 1946,
and discharged on July 12, 1946. At the time of discharge he was in
very good condition. We have not seen him or had any report of his
condition since he left the Sanatorium."

Dr. Antonakes stated that he had been free of narcotics since
before his discharge from Saint Albans; that he will not apply for re-
instatement of his narcotic license until the year is out sometime in
January, 1947. Dr. Anbonakes appeared to be free of narcotics at this
time and the board did not feel that there were any grounds for action
at this time. Dr. Antonakes was advised of the importance of remaining
fres of the use of narcotics,

Dr. Paul G. Parker was unanimously elected presidemt for
the ensuing year,

The members of the board signed their names to the certificates.
The meelbing was adjourned.
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